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EDITORIAL, - 
E have received many kindnesses and 
manycourtesiesfron~HospitalSecretaries. 
As a class, we have  almost  invariably 

found  these  gentlemen  ready to give,  immediately, 
any  information  which we required,  and  desirous 
to afford us  every assistance and  attention  in  their 
power. I t  has,  therefore, been our  good  fortune 
t o  meet  with  incivility  from  Hospital officials only 
on  the  rarest possible  occasions, and m e  believe 
that we may  say  that  our  experience is that  of 
most  journalists.  But we would venture  to point 
out  that i t  is extremely  important  for  any  public 
Charity  that  its officials should  feign, if they  do 
not  naturally possess, the  virtue of courtesy  in 
dealing  with  members of the  Press,  and  that  even 
the most powerful  Institution is none the  worse 
for securing  the good commendationof  the  Fourth 
Estate of the  Realm. W e  go  one  step  further, 
and  contend  that  Committees  should be most 
careful in  their selection of Secretaries, because a n  
imprudent official inight easily bring  the  gravest 
discredit  upon  the best Institution. W e  should 
regard  it, therefore, as a  kindness to  any  Com- 
mittee  to  report  any .rudeness exhibited  by  one of 
their  servants.  On  the.  other  hand, we keenly 
resent any  attempted  insolence  to  this  Journal  as 
an  insult  offxed  to  the  Press of which we form 
part,  and  the  dignity  of  which we are as jealous 
to maintain,  as we have  ever  striven t o  assert  its 
right  to  most  unfettered fre-dom. We therefore 
bring  to  the notice  of the  Committees of St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  and of Queen  Charlotte’s  Hospital,  and 
of our  brother  journalists, t h s  strange  behaviour 
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